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Church Events
Sunday Morning Services

worship - 10 am
sermon – 10:30 am

 
NFC Prayer 

May 6th
Evening prayer 6:30 pm

 
 

Wednesday Night Class
Evangelism (1st class)

May 25th
7-8:30pm

 
Men's Bible Study

May 16th
Time 7 pm

 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker
Evangelist Nicolas Robinson

May 15th
10 am

Communion & Healing Service
6:30 pm

 
Fellowship Meal & 

Graduation Celebration
May 22nd

following services
 

Outreach Event
May 21st
Time TBD

Sudlersville Yard Blessing
 
 



     I’ve been blessed to be part of a lineage of women who have known, professed and loved
Jesus. I remember meeting my great grandmother, Vergia Gray, a farmers wife, when I was a
very little girl. I barely remember her but she had long hair that she always kept in a tight bun.
The only actual memory I have of her was to see her with her hair down as she brushed it and I
remember how amazed I was to see such beautiful silvery white hair hanging down past her
knees. When asked by anyone why she wouldn’t cut it shorter to make it easier to manage in
her old age, I was told that she believed it was shameful to cut it because she said God gave it
to her as a covering. That was the first thing I learned about her. She had 13 children and all but
one who died in childhood served the Lord either as a pastor, pastor’s wife, or involved in
ministry to some degree. She was a praying woman who had a heart to pray for the
generations of our family to come long after she was gone. My great grandmother was born in
the 1890’s and particularly was troubled by the invention of automobiles because she believed
they could be deadly in a crash. She prayed that none of her children, their children, or children
to come would ever be killed in an automobile accident. At the time of her death in the mid
1980’s, she had 40+ grandchildren, 90+ great-grandchildren and 13 great, great-grandchildren.
None of them were even so much as in a car accident. To this day, none of her direct lineage
has been killed in a car and those of us who know the story of her prayers believe she stood in
the gap for us and God has been faithful to fulfill her request. She was woman of faith, a strong
and independent woman who lived a hard life but knew the power of prayer. Her son, my
grandfather, married an equally praying woman, Edith Naomi Gray who then became my
grandmother. She recognized the calling on his life to become a pastor and even though he was
resistant for sometime to answer the calling, she prayed for him and served him while she had
faith that he would step into that role. When he did finally give his life to Jesus, he became a full
time Methodist preacher who traveled back and forth between West Virginia and Ohio and
ministered in a network of churches as well as becoming a pastor of two different churches in
his life. My grandmother was a noble pastor’s wife who fulfilled her role with dignity and grace.
But more than that, she loved the Lord with her whole heart. She was the ideal Proverbs 31
woman as she honored and submitted to my grandfather and provided for the household
through all of her homemaking skills.

     They were married 50 years and even after his death, she continued to serve the Lord by
feeding the elderly, sewing and baking for neighbors and caring for anyone she knew who was
in need. She was a giver and she walked with the Lord her entire life. Towards the end, she
developed dementia as a result of scar tissue from a brain tumor earlier on in her life. At that
point, she could no longer communicate well and seemed to be lost in confusion much of the
time but she would sit with her Bible each time I remember visiting. And although she could no
longer see well, she would sit and caress the pages of her Bible, turning each page and 
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caressing it until pages and pages were turned and caressed. She was strong and the only times
I saw her cry were at funerals and every single time she prayed. At one point I tried to get her to
remember my grandfather but even after a long fulfilling marriage, she couldn’t remember him.
But she could tell you without hesitation who Jesus was and about His love.

     She had three children who each grew up and not only found salvation, but raised their
families in a Christian home and served in ministry at some capacity. My own mother, Freda,
taught me about Jesus and as far back as I can remember, I’ve known His name and understood
who He is because of my grandmother and her. My mother is someone who opens her heart to
everyone she meets who needs a mother in the moment. She will tell anyone who will listen
about the Lord. I’ve seen her stop and pray for hurting strangers, give the gospel to random
people in the grocery store and anywhere else for that matter. And the love of God inside her
has caused strangers to weep in her shoulder. Because my mom taught me about Jesus, today
the first person I turn to for wisdom and prayer is usually my mother because of the Spirit of
God in her. If not for my mother, someone else may or may not have introduced me to the
saving knowledge of Jesus. But the fact is it was my mother. I’ve been in love with Jesus now
most of my life and have answered the calling to ministry in many of the same ways the women
in my history have. Now I have the awesome privilege to raise my daughter, Naomi to know
Him and see how she will bless others because of His life in her. The Bible says that when we
raise a child in the way they should go, that they shall not depart from it. Evidence shows in the
small example of my family that not only will they not depart from it, but they reproduce Christ
into the next generation.

     To be a mother is perhaps the best privilege I’ve ever known. But to have and to be a godly
mother is the best gift any woman can be or give to her child. Mothers have a unique ability to
nurture the love of God into their family. In scripture, God compares Himself to a mother in a
few different ways: as a comforter (Isaiah 66:13), protector ( Matt 22:37), supporter (Isaiah
49:15). Proverbs 18:22 says He who finds a wife finds a good thing, And obtains favor from the
Lord. I think, taking it a step farther, that a godly wife who leaves the legacy of faith to her
children perpetuates the favor of God for generations to come.

A Mother’s Legacy continued

He who finds a wife finds what is good
and receives favor from the Lord.

Psalm 18:22


